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No. 2581 


JEAN GOEDICKE 
Jury 16, 1956.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. O’Manoney, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany 8S. 2354] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 2354) for the relief of Jean Goedicke, having considered the same, 
reports favorably thereon without amendment and recommends that 
the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE 


The purpose of the proposed legislation is to relieve Jean Goedicke, 
of Casper, Wyo, of all liability to pay to the Uhited States the sum 
of $628.25, representing the amount of rentals owed by her as lessee 
of certain Federal lands under an oil and gas lease (Buffalo 038682) 
issued to her on August 1, 1945, as a result of her failure to file a 
timely surrender of such lease due to a misunderstanding as to her 
responsibilities under such lease. 


STATEMENT 


According to the report of the Department of the Interior, oil and 
gas lease Buffalo 038682, covering 2,512.28 acres of public lands in 
Wyoming, was issued to Miss Jean Goedicke, of Casper, Wyo., on 
August 1, 1945. The lease was issued pursuant to section 17 of the 
Mineral Leasing Act, as amended (30 U. S. C., sec. 226), and, in 
accordance with the provisions of that section as then written, estab- 
lished a rental, to be paid in advance, of 50 cents per acre for the first 
year and of 25 cents per acre for the fourth year. The report of the 

epartment of the Interior further states that no rental was required 
for the second and third years and that rental for the fourth year, in 
the amount of $628.25, fell due on August 1, 1948, but that Miss 
Goedicke failed to make payment. However, on May 12, 1949, 
the claimant filed a relinquishment of her lease, which was accepted 
by the manager of the land office at Cheyenne, Wyo., by a decision 
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dated June 23, 1949, terminating the lease as of the date the relinquish- 
ment was filed, subject to the continued obligation of the lessee to 
pay the accrued rental for the fourth year. Miss Goedicke appealed 
from that decision to the Director of the Bureau of Land Management, 
stating that she thought that the failure to pay rental automatically 
canceled the lease. She further stated that the broker who handled 
the lease failed to notify her of her responsibilities and she was, 
therefore, under the impression that she would not be required to pay 
the fourth year’s rental. The manager’s decision was affirmed in a 
decision dated April 29, 1954. 

The report of the Department of the Interior states, in part, as 
follows: 


At present, the failure to pay a rental required by a * * * 
lease, executed after the enactment of the act of July 29, 
1954 (68 Stat. 583), or made subject thereto by the lessee, 
results in the automatic termination of the lease. * * * How- 
ever, that statute is, of course, inapplicable to Miss Goedicke’s 
case, 


The committee feels that the claimant could reasonably have been 
of the impression that failure to pay the lease would have resulted in 
the automatic termination thereof. Although the statute referred to 
in the departmental report was enacted subsequent to the date of the 
lease in question, it is felt that, in equity and justice, this claimant 
should be entitled to the same consideration as those persons similarly 
situated whose leases are now, under the provisions of the above- 
mentioned statute, automatically terminated upon failure to pay the 
required rental. 

Attached hereto and made a part hereof is the report of the Depart- 
ment of the Interior, hereinbefore referred to. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington, D. C., March 12, 1956. 
Hon. Harutey M. KILGORE, 
Chairman, Commitiee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Senator Kitaore: This is in reply to your request for 
the views of this Department on S. 2354, a bill for the relief of Jean 
Goedicke. 

We recommend that S. 2354 not be enacted. 

Oil and gas lease Buffalo 038682, covering 2,512.28 acres of public 
lands in Wyoming, was issued to Miss Jean Goedicke of Casper, W yo., 
on August 1, 1945. The lease was issued pursuant to section 17 of 
the Mineral Leasing Act, as amended (30 U. S. C., sec. 226), and, in 
accordance with the provisions of that section as then written, estab- 
lished a rental, to be paid in advance, of 50 cents per acre for the first 
year and of 25 cents per acre for the fourth year; no rental was required 
for the second and third years. The rental for the fourth year, in the 
sum of $628.25, fell due on August 1, 1948, but Miss Goedicke failed 
to make payment. Instead, on May 12, 1949, more than 9 months 
later, she filed a relinquishment of her lease which was accepted by 
the manager of the land office at Cheyenne, Wyo., by a decision dated 
June 23, 1949, terminating the lease as of the date the relinquishment 
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was filed, subject to the continued obligation of the lessee to pay the 
accrued rental for the fourth year. Miss Goedicke appealed from 
that decision to the Director of the Bureau of Land Management, 
stating that she thought that the failure to pay rental automatically 
canceled the lease, and that, because her “‘broker’ who handled the 
lease failed to notify her of her responsibilities, she should not be 
required to pay the fourth year’s rental. The manager’s decision 
was affirmed, however, in a decision dated April 29, 1954. 

If S. 2354 were enacted, Miss Goedicke would be relieved of her lia- 
bility to pay the fourth year’s rental. This Department is without au- 
thority to waive any debt which is owed to the United States. At 
present, the failure to pay a rental required by a noncompetitive lease, 
executed after the enactment of the act of July 29, 1954 (68 Stat. 583), or 
made subject thereto by the lessee, results in the automatic termination 
of the lease. This Department favored that legislation in order to 
avoid the occurrence of situations similar to those involved in Miss 
Goedicke’s case. However, that statute is, of course, inapplicable to 
Miss Goedicke’s case. We know of no unusual considerations which 
would justify relieving Miss Goedicke from liability imposed by the 
provisions of law applicable to her case. Her case was not handled 
differently from that of other persons similarly situated. 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection to 
the submission of this report to your committee. 

Sincerely yours, 
Westey A. D’Ewarrt, 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 
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